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British Empire must stand in the line with them. We were advised
by our generals on the spot, the Chief of the Imperial General Staff,
and Generals Wavell and Papagos, both victorious commanders-in-
chief, that a sound military plan, giving good prospects of success,
could be made. Of course, in all these matters there is hazard, and
in this case, as any one can see, without particularizing unduly, there
was for us a double hazard. It remains to be seen how well those
opposing risks and duties have been judged, but of this I am sure,
that there is no less likely way of winning a war than to adhere
pedantically to the maxim of " Safety first." Therefore, in the first
weeks of March we entered into a military agreement with the
Greeks, and the considerable movement of British and Imperial
troops and supplies which has since developed began to take place.
The House would very rightly reprove me if I entered into any
details, or if while this widespread battle is going on I attempted
in any way to discuss either the situation or its prospects.
I therefore turn to the story of Yugoslavia. This valiant,
steadfast people, whose history for centuries has been a struggle for
life, and who owe their survival to their mountains and to their
fighting qualities, made every endeavour to placate the Nazi
monster. If they had made common cause with the Greeks when
the Greeks, having been attacked by Italy, hurled back the invaders,
the complete destruction of the Italian armies in Albania could
certainly and swiftly have been achieved long before the German
forces could have reached the theatre of war. And even in January
and February of this year, this extraordinary military opportunity
was still open. But the Government of Prince Paul, untaught by
the fate of so many of the smaller countries of Europe, not only
observed the strictest neutrality and refused even to enter into
effective Staff conversations with Greece or with Turkey or with us,
but hugged the delusion that they could preserve their independence
by patching up some sort of pact or compromise with Hitler. Once
again we saw the odious German poisoning technique employed.
In this case, however, it was to the Government rather than to the
nation that the doses and the inoculations were administered. The
process was not hurried. Why should it have been ? All the time
the German armies and air force were massing in Bulgaria. From
a few handfuls of tourists, admiring the beauties of the Bulgarian
landscape in the wintry weather, the German forces grew to 7, 12,
20, and finally to 25 divisions. Presently, the weak and unfortunate
Prince, and afterwards his Ministers, were summoned, like others
before them, to Herr Hitler's footstool, and a pact was signed which
would have given Germany complete control not only over the
97